MuLTI-CuLTurRAL HOUSNG
RESOURCES

Therichdivergty that gracesthe Commonwealth of Virginiaismanifest not only initstopography—fromthe
Appalachian mountainsto theAtlantic Ocean—»but dsoinitspeople. Many who arenew to thiscountry have
chosento make Virginiatheir home, toliveand work and raiseafamily. Themost recent censusinformation
revealsasgnificant increasein non-English speaking residentsover the previous census.

Dedling withanew culture, customs, lawsand systems can be difficult enough without the added barrier of a
limited facility with English. Inrecognition of Virginia' sgrowing number of multicultural residents, VHDA offers
some assi stanceto help bridge the gap and providesinformation on housing and VHDA programsin other

languages.

Thefollowingisalist of VHDA's multi-cultural resources and outreach efforts:

Free Homebuyer Education classesare offered throughout the state 12 monthsayear. For atime commit-
ment of only six hours, participantsgain valuable knowledge that could prevent them from making costly
mistakes. Classeshave been conducted in Spanish and Viethamese. For aschedule: tel. 1-800-968-7837
or seetheVHDA web site.

TheHomebuyer Education Manual isavailablein Spanish.

VHDA'sweb site hasa Spanish portal.

VHDA'shomeloan guidelinesareavailablein asel ection of other languages.

VHDA subscribesto “LanguageLine” which providesinterpreter servicesover the phonein morethan 140
languagesduring VHDA'sbusinesshours. Call VHDA at 1-800-968-7837 and ask for interpreter assis-
tance. Youwill either be asked to “hold” whilethe connection ismade or you will be asked to leave your

name and telephone number so your call can bereturned.

VHDA hascreated aMulticultural Advisory Council with representativesfrom multicultura organizationsand
businesses. Thisgroup meetsquarterly.

VHDA advertisesinforeign language publicationsand on broadcast media.
VHDA belongsto the VirginiaHispanic Chamber of Commerce.

VHDA participatesin severa multicultura eventsthroughout theyear such ashomebuyer fairs, conferences,
festivals, and cultural eventsand supports many community events. \We encourage groupsto contact usto
discussthe possibility of schedulingaVVHDA representativeto participate, providean exhibit or speak at an
event. Please contact VHDA's Community AffairsManager, CeliaMcGuckian at (804) 343-5891 or
1-800-968-7837.




Webgtes

Thefollowing organizationsare either dedicated to
serving immigrant communitiesor provideservicesor
linksof interest to thecommunities. Many contain
informationin other languages.

HUD [U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development]

~ www.hud.gov

Thissitecontainsagreat deal of information about
housing, community services, Fair Housing, and hous-
ing counsdling. Also containsexcellent links.

Habitat for Humanity International

~ www.habitat.org
A Chrigtian-based non-profit that helpsvery low
income peoplebuild and financetheir first home.

Fannie Mae

~ www.fanniemae.com

Nationa organization that providesacontinuous
flow of funding to the mortgage marketsto help make
homeloansaffordable.

Fannie Mae Foundation

~ www.fanniemaefoundation.or g

Created by Fannie Mae asacompletely separate
organization, the Foundation providesseverd programs
toadfirsttimehomebuyers. It also hasthe” New
Americansinitiative’ withinformation about credit,
home buying and homeownershipin several languages.

National Association of Realtors

~ www.nar.realtor.com
Sitelinksto all state associationsand includes
information on diversity, Fair Housing and home

buying.
Virginia Association of Realtors

~www.varealtor.com

Thissteprovideslinkstodl loca Virginiaassocia-
tionsof Redtors, an extensvelisting of Realtorswho
speak other languages, and linksto many sitesof
interest to homebuyers.

National Association of Hispanic Real
Estate Professionals

~ WwWw.r eal estateespanol.com

Excdlent Stecontaining alot of goodinformationin
English and Spanish about finding and buying ahome.
It containsaglossary of termsusedin buying and
financingahome.

Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute,
Inc.

~ www.chci.org

Active, comprehensive servicesgroup with excel -
lent linksto programs, eventsand resources. Very
good resource.

504 C Street, N.E., Washington, DC 20002
Ph: (202) 543-1771

The National Council of La Raza

~ www.nclr.org

Thisisanationd, private, nonprofit organization
established in 1968 to “reduce poverty and discrimina
tionandimprovelife opportunitiesfor HispanicAmeri-
cans.” NCLR hasmorethan230formal affiliates
serving most states, D.C., and Puerto Rico.

Mr. Raul Y zaguirre, President
20 F St., N.W., 2nd Floor Washington, DC 20001
Ph: (202) 628-9600.

Arlington County, Dept. of Community
Planning, Housing & Development

~ www.co.arlington.va.us/cphd
Thiscounty agency has staff who can speak
Viethamese and Spanish.

Doug Myrick, Housing Coordinator;

Beltrand Arellano

2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 701 Arlington, Va 22201
Housing and Community Development (703) 228-3760
Office of Neighborhood Services (703) 228-3830

I nspections Services (703) 228-3800

Planning Division (703) 228-3525



Webgtes

Norfolk Refugee and Immigration
Services, Inc.

~ www.angelfire.com/val/ther efuge/
Agency assistsrefugees, providesinterpretersand
ESL classes.

Ph: (757) 623-9131

Virginia Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce

~ www.vahcc.com

The chamber isdedicated to promoting the
“...growth of companiesand entrepreneursdoing
busi ness abroad and within the Hispanic community.”

Filipino American Student Association
~web.odu.edu/al /fasa/splash.html

Fun, multimediasiteto student association on
campusof Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Virginia
Good linksto other Filipino Sites.

Filipino American Student Cultural
Center
~ www.courieronline.com/ar chive/

vol 28issued/filipino.htm
Thiscenter isopento ODU studentsand the
community.

The Viethamese American Community of
Washington DC, Maryland & Virginia
~ www.vnet.or g/cdhmv
Thissiteprovideslocal news, activities& contacts.

The Virginia Dept. of Social Services
~ www.dss.state.va.us/family/

newcomer.html

State agency in Richmond has hel ped resettlemore
than 40,000 refugeesand immigrants.

Ph: (804) 692-1900

Charlottesville Resettlement Office
~ www.intrescom.or g/charlottesville/

index.cfm
Recaiveslimited grant funding from the Common-
wedlth of VirginiaOffice of Newcomer Services.
Good sitewith data, linksand success stories.

Organization of Chinese Americans, Inc
~ www.ocanatl.org

1001 Connecticut Ave., NW #601

Washington, D.C., 20036

Ph: (202) 223-5500 Fx: 296-0540

Organization foundedin 1973 hasseveral chapters
including et least twoinVirginia

OCA —CVC (Centrd Virginiachapter)
YuMei Wu; 3501 Musket Drive
Midlothian, VA 23113

OCA —EVC (Eastern Virginia Chapter)—thisone has
aweb sitewith excdllent historical information and links
toexcdlent stesincluding newsin Chinese.
www.members.aol.com/ocaorg/ocad006e.html

Goodwill Industries

~ www.goodwillrichmond.org

Mission of thisRichmond organizationisto assst
personswith barriersto employment to achieve.
Organizationisan active member of Higpanic Chamber
of Commerceand seeksto assistimmigrant workers.



